Books

I

n Portrait of a Priestess: Women
and Ritual in Ancient Greece
(Princeton University Press,
$39.95) archaeologist Joan Breton
Connelly of New York University
argues that religious office was the
one place in ancient Greek society where women’s
roles were “equal
and comparable”
to those of men.
To please and
honor the gods,
for example, clergy
led ceremonies
that culminated
in sacrificing an
animal, which
was inspected
for omens and
placed piece by
piece on an altar
fire. Traditionally
scholars believed
priestesses were

forbidden to take part in the
slaughter and ritual feast. Connelly
asserts that some priestesses not
only consumed the sacred meal, but
also were involved in every aspect
of the sacrifice, from selecting the
animal to butchering
it. By examining the
lives and work of
150 priestesses—
from Troy’s
Kassandra, whose
beauty distracted
Ajax, to the
historical Berenike
who was celebrated
for her civic and
philanthropic
contributions to
the city of Syros—
Connelly reinstates
these women to
their rightful place
in ancient history.
—Eti Bonn-Muller

DVD

H

eron, an engineer in Ptolemaic
Alexandria first harnessed the
power of steam with his aeolipile, 1,600 years before the Industrial
Revolution. Remarkable buildings
and inventions like Heron’s are the
subject of the TV
series “Engineering
an Empire” (first
season on DVD,
The History Channel, $49.95) which
examines feats of
engineering that
seem to transcend
the technological
know-how
of their time.
Computer animation aids in imagining
the unimaginable,
such as the still
unexcavated tomb
of the first Chinese
emperor, Qin Shi
Huangdi, with its
www.archaeology.org

fabled rivers of mercury and pearlstudded ceiling. But uninspired
reenactments and actor-turned-arthistorian Peter Weller’s Robocopstyle commentary weighs down an
otherwise interesting series. Many
of the innovations
the series explores
were effective tools
of empire-building,
such as the Aztec
irrigation canals
at Tenochtitlán,
and the Greek trireme ships used to
defeat the Persians
at Salamis, but
some, like the aeolipile, held potential
not fully realized
for centuries. The
sheer ingenuity of
ancient engineers
ultimately makes the
series fascinating.
—Erin Hayes

Journey
into the hEart
of history
Since 1983, Far Horizons has been
designing unique itineraries led by
renowned scholars for small groups of
sophisticated travelers who desire a deeper
knowledge of both past and living cultures.

PERU

With Dr. Bill Sapp
June 22–July 8, 2007

SCOTLAND

With Dr. Christopher Bowles
August 5-20, 2007

CHINA’S SILK ROAD
With Dr. Mark Elliott
August 7-27, 2007

HIKE THE INKA TRAIL
With Dr. John Hoopes
July 27–August 10, 2007

ARCHAEOLOGICAL PUB
CRAWL OF ENGLAND
With Dr. Christopher Bowles
September 17-29, 2007

DAY OF THE DEAD
IN OAXACA

October 26-November 3, 2007

MAJESTY OF EGYPT
With Dr. Bob Brier
November 2-18, 2007

CAPITAL CITIES
OF THE MAYA

With epigrapher, Stanley Guenter
November 8-18, 2007

OASES OF EGYPT
With Dr. Bob Brier
March 3-20, 2008

…and much more!

Syria • Sardinia & Malta • Mexico
Turkey • Easter Island • Jordan
India • Angkor Wat • Sicily

1-800-552-4575

www.farhorizons.com
15

